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Scudder Memorial Hospital  

CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA- VELLORE DIOCESE 

OUR MISSION  

To provide holistic 

health care and 

education to the 

people and to build 

a just and healthy 

community through 

Jesus Christ. 

OUR VISION 

To continue the 

Healing ministry of 

Jesus Christ by 

providing quality 

and affordable 

health care to all.  
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Greetings from the Bishop 

Vellore Diocese 

 

 

 

I was delighted to know that the Scudder Memorial Hospital (SMH), the 

flagship hospital functioning under the CSI Vellore Diocese has decided 

to bring out a Bi-Monthly Newsletter. 

The Hospital was set up by the Medical Missionaries who came to this 

part of South India about two centuries ago from America. The 

healthcare ministry of SMH has continued with the Church of South 
India taking over the responsibility of running the hospital from mid-

sixties. The hospital, over the decades, has been ministering to the local 

community, the underprivileged and the less-fortunate people in 

particular. The hospital has achieved many milestones under the 

leadership of its current Medical Superintendent, Dr Anbu Suresh Rao 
with the active support of the Diocese.  You will find the details of the 

hospital’s history and current status in this inaugural issue. 

The Ranipet District is in need of a Medical College and the policy of the 

State Government is also to have one in each district. I am thankful to 
the Synod\CSITA for their readiness to extend support, once approval is 

obtained from the Government. The patrons, well-wishers and the 

members of the Diocese are requested to keep SMH and its leadership 

and staff in their daily prayers. May God bless and strengthen the 

hospital team to continue the healing ministry of Christ to the sick and 
the needy. I earnestly appeal to the readers of this Newsletter to extend 

support to the hospital in all its endeavors’. 

I wish the Newsletter project of SMH all success.  May God bless the 

doctors, nurses, para-medics and the non-clinical staff to be a blessing 

to the Body of Christ and to the community!! 

           
(Rt. Rev. ) 

Bishop in CSI Vellore Diocese,  

Church of South India 
 

 EMUNAH  

“Utmost Faithfulness”. 

Understanding the 

meaning of the Hebrew 

word – Emunah is like 

receiving an unexpected 

gift. It means having 

faithfulness and leading 

a life full of reliance 

upon Christ. It means to 

live with the 

expectation that God 

will accomplish all that 

He had promised. 

Martin Luther King Jr 

described faith as taking 

the first step even when 

you can’t see the whole 

staircase. Over the years 

as SMH has moved from 

strength to strength 

under the divine 

guidance of Christ it has 

been seen that at SMH, 

people have not just 

believed in the 

existence of the stairs 

but have chosen to use 

that faith to climb the 

stairs!  
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From the Medical Superintendent’s Desk 

 

Greetings to you in the mighty name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! 

We have been thinking of bringing out a periodical Newsletter for 
quite some time now. I am excited that at last the first issue of 
Emunah, the bi-monthly Newsletter of the Scudder Memorial 
Hospital has been rolled out and has reached your hands.  
Communication within the organisation and also with external 
stakeholders and well-wishers is of paramount importance and this 
newsletter will serve as an effective vehicle of communication. The 
Newsletter will be issued essentially in softcopy form to have a 
wider readership, though limited hard copies will be printed for 
internal distribution and for the churches and other mission 
hospitals. 

Being the first issue of the Newsletter, we have written a short 
history of this 156-year-old hospital in page 3. In the last few years, 
this 200 bedded hospital with about 450 staff has achieved several 
milestones like setting up of a CT Scan, Cardio Cath-lab, Molecular 
Lab including RT-PCR testing, a 500 KVA Generator, Digital X-Ray, 
etc. We received the final accreditation from NABH for the hospital 
and NABL for the molecular laboratory in 2020. The hospital also 
runs a College of Nursing and the Scudder Institute of Allied Health 
Sciences with 3 University Degree Courses and 10 CMAI Diploma 
Training Programs with over 500 students. 

On the anvil are a Blood Bank, MRI, Radiotherapy units etc and 
setting up of a Medical College in due course. We seek your earnest 
prayers and support for the team here in SMH as we continue to 
believe that it is “not by might nor by power but by my Spirit, says 
the Lord Almighty”! 

To Him be all the glory 

 

 

(Dr C Anbu Suresh Rao, M.S Ortho) 

Medical Superintendent 

 

MEMBERs of 

hospital’s 

administrative 

committee 

❖ Dr. Anbu Suresh Rao – 

Medical Superintendent 

❖ Dr. K. Alvin Vinodh –  

Dy. Med Superintendent 

❖ Mrs. Asha Noble – 

Principal, School of 

Nursing 

❖ Mrs. J. Suganthi Benjamin 

– Nursing Superintendent 
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The history of the SMH is linked to the missionary family of the Scudders. 

Dr John Scudder Sr. was the first medical missionary to the East who came 

to India 200 years ago from New York, America in the year 1819. It was his 

eldest son, Dr Henry Martyn Scudder who opened a dispensary at Walajapet 

in 1851. He soon found that Ranipet was a more strategic location and he 

moved here. The work was continued by Dr Silas Scudder and he converted 

the dispensary into a hospital in March 1866. So SMH Ranipet is 156 years 

old today, one of the oldest mission hospitals in India. Almost all the 

founding doctors were ordained ministers and evangelism had been an 

integral part of the healing ministry in SMH! 

 

Dr Julius Savarirayan was the first Indian to take the responsibility as Medical 

Superintendent in 1954 and he ministered till the year 1967. The American 

Arcot Mission transferred the management of the hospital to the Church of 

South India in the mid-sixties. Dr Ernest Basker was the Medical 

Superintendent from 1970 to 1993 providing leadership with dedication and 

commitment. The hospital thereafter went through a turbulent period and 

decline until 2010 when the current incumbent Dr Anbu Suresh Rao took over. 

By the enabling grace of God, he has provided able leadership and has revived 

the hospital and brought about remarkable growth with stability.  

“Though your beginning was small, your latter days will be very great ”                                                                                                               

- Job 8:7 

 

History of Scudder Memorial Hospital (SMH) 
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The hospital soon became popular that the Madras Government closed their Civil Dispensary and handed over its inventory to 

SMH. In 1867, Lord Napier, the then  Governor of Madras visited the hospital and recommended grants towards its maintenance. 

The Government steadily undertook the responsibility of meeting all expenses of the hospital except the salary paid to missionaries.  

Later, the son of Dr Henry Scudder, Dr Henry Scudder Jr joined the medical work at Ranipet and the number of in-patients 

doubled. He opened the maternity department, one of the first three in the Madras Presidency. In 1888, Dr Lewis Scudder took 

charge of the hospital. By 1899, the Government stopped its support to SMH. Dr Louisa Hart came to assist Dr Lewis Scudder 

with the women’s work. Her presence drew many Muslim and high caste Hindu women to SMH. Dr Hart took special interest in 

the leprosy patients, treating them on Fridays, which was a ‘Chandhai’ (local market) day in Ranipet, as it is even today! A Nursing 

School was started by Miss W. Noordyk in 1922 with the financial support from Scudder Association. It obtained recognition from 

the Madras Nurses and Midwives Council in 1933. 

 
Dr Galen Scudder took charge of the hospital in 1920. He served SMH for 

34 years with distinction till he retired in 1954. He wanted a suitable new 

building for the hospital. Also, the Scudder Association wanted to erect a 

fitting memorial to Dr John Scudder. The new hospital building built in 

his honor was completed by Dr Galen Scudder in 1928 at the present 

location. The building became iconic as it was nick named as the Taj 

Mahal of South India!  John Scudder Sr’s obedience to the divine call in 

1819 resulted in over 1100 years of mission service by 42 members of four 

generations of his descendants! 
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   Praise God with us for…. 

• His protection during the third wave as 

very few frontline workers got infected 

and that too mildly and the hospital 

could wither the storm with His 

bounteous grace as compared to the 

horrid experience during the second 

wave. 

• Installation of an Oxygen Generator 

Plant, CT Scanner and new Cath-lab 

machine. 

• Expansion of OPD with commissioning 

of new blocks for all round convenience. 

• The newly joined specialist doctors, 

consultants and other staffs. 

• Reopening of the School\College of 

Nursing and the Institute of AHS and 

resumption of academic activities in the 

campus. 

• For the various civil works of 

development & infrastructure completed 

in campus. 

 

  Intercede at the throne of grace for….. 

• God’s continued protection to the 

frontline and other staff and their 

families. 

• Oneness of mind, a shared vision and 

God’s wisdom and strength to the senior 

leadership. 

• God’s blessing on the ongoing projects: 

civil works, sewage treatment plant OG 

block with an OT & OPD, extension of 

laboratory, and an integrated catering 

establishment. 

• For future projects like purchase of MRI 

scanner, setting up of a blood bank and 

radiotherapy units. 

• Necessary funding to be available to 

meet the cost of ongoing and proposed 

projects. 

• To get committed specialist doctors and 

consultants as required. 

• To retain and renew the commitment 

across rank and file to serve the poor 

and needy by extending quality and 

wholistic care at affordable cost. 

• For a spiritual revival among SMH 

fraternity, with a passion to return to 

God and His word in obedience and 

surrender. 

 

‘My Unforgettable 13 days’ 

(From a Letter received from a Patient) 

 

“My name is M Shyam kumar (name  
Changed) . After Completing my  

Computer Science in Engineering,  

I was actively self-employed.  

On May 20, 2021, I was 

 afflicted with Covid-19 and  

experienced breathing difficulty.  
There was no bed available in any  

hospital in our area and after some  

waiting, I was admitted to SMH. I  

got scared as my condition worsened 

 fast and I was shifted from one bed/ 
ward to another. But the doctors  

and sisters encouraged me saying  

that I would be alright soon. Even  

16 liters of oxygen was not sufficient. I was beginning to lose my 

consciousness and I was feeling numb below my neck. I felt as if 

I was on sinking sand staring at death. Doctors had told my 
parents that my condition had become critical and nothing 

could be said for the next 48 hours as my lungs had been 

affected 75%. Being placed in ventilator was a painful 

experience and every breath took great effort. That whole night, 

a sister was alert and watching over me wiping my head, a 
million thanks to her. Later, the doctors carefully removed the 

ventilator and I was shifted to another ward. I soon vomited and 

brought out some dark phlegm. On seeing that Jecie sister said 

“Shyam, you have recovered and are out of danger now” and I 

grinned at her in disbelief. I was not very co-operative and made 

a huge fuss for shifting me to another bed and yet the sisters 
were patient and kind to me. When no one was prepared to visit 

a covid patient, Dr Priyalatha would always put her hand upon 

me while talking which comforted me a great deal. One day, she 

read the Bible and prayed for me with her hand on me and I was 

overwhelmed and wept a lot. When I wondered as to why I cried 

so much, I realized that it was the very touch of God which had 
made me cry. Since then, I remember the doctors, nurses and 

others at SMH every day and thank them from the bottom of my 

heart.”   

(Translated from Tamil) 

 

Truly I tell you, Whatever you  

   Did for one of the Least of these 

     Brothers & sisters Of  

Mine, 

                                       “You Did For    

                                       Me”   

            -Matthew 25:40 
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Vacancies 
1. Orthopaedic Surgeon. M. S. Ortho.  

2. Paediatrician MD / DNB 

3. General  Surgeon (MS /DNB) 

4. Pulmonary Medicine Physician MD / 

DNB) 

5. Emergency Physician MD / DNB 

6. Neurosurgeon M. Ch. 

7. Obstetrician & Gynaecologist. M. D. 

(OBG) / D.G.O 

8. Anesthetist MD / DNB /DA  

 

Salary: Diocesan Medical Board Scale + 

Allowances Negotiable 

 

Contact Mail IDs: 

        hrd@scudderhospital.org 

        info@scudderhospital.org  

 

 

As we continue the journey which 

 began with Dr. John Scudder Sr.  

answering God’s call for the  

healing ministry in 1819, 

 we hope to continue in his  

foot steps with firm conviction in  

our hearts and faith that God will accomplish  

all that He had promised.  

For, “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for,  

the conviction of things not seen “ 

 (Hebrews 11:1). 

 

 

 

 

FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION ONLY 

Please send your feedback/suggestions and any 

interesting anecdote by e-mail to 

emunah.smh@gmail.com  
 

The Bank account details for online  

donation from within India are: 

 Name of Bank\Branch: State Bank of India, Ranipet  

Account Name: Scudder Memorial Hospital  

IFSC Code: SBIN0002262  

Account No: 30279815548  

(Please send a mail to info@scudderhospital.org  

soon after remittance). 
 

    THOSE WHO WISH TO HELP: 

 Material help or cheques\DDs may kindly be sent    

to this address:  

       Dr C Anbu Suresh Rao, 

       The Medical Superintendent  

       Scudder Memorial Hospital,  

       Kelly’s Road, Ranipet, Tamil Nadu 632 401  
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