
“For you know the grace 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though he was rich, 
yet for your sake he 
became poor, so that you 
by his poverty might 
become rich.”               2 

Corinthians 8:9 

 

 

 

Volume :1 Issue :4 JUL-AUG 2022 

Scudder Memorial Hospital 

Church of South India - Vellore Diocese 

   

 

 

    From the Desk of the Medical Superintendent 

Greetings to you in the matchless name of our Lord Jesus Christ! As we 
complete eight months of this eventful year amidst all that is happening in 
the world, it is the sheer grace of God which has kept us safe and sound thus 
far. Lately, I have been meditating on the word ‘grace’.  It is found only in the 
Christian lexicon and surprisingly no other religion talks about it. As the 
Bible declares, grace is God’s unmerited favour to humankind. It is His mercy 

and love to us despite our unworthiness. His Son, our Lord Jesus died in our place on the cross of calvary 
for our sins. Grace began with Jesus’ atoning death and became available to all when he rose from the 
dead. “Where sin increased, grace abounded all the more'' Romans 5:20. Let us therefore, be worthy of this 
grace of God, by accepting Jesus, His Son as our personal Saviour. Further, the indwelling Spirit of Christ 
would also help us to triumph over sin and live a victorious life. My prayer is that this blessing be 
actualized in the life of everyone at SMH.  

Thanks to intermittent rains during July and August, there is a 
lovely green cover over the hospital campus. Amidst this fresh 
growth of lush greenery, the gulmohar trees with their seasonal 
red flowers are truly a beautiful 
sight to behold!  The academic 
wings of SMH have been as 
busy as bees over the past 
couple of months due to the 
admission process at the 
School\College of Nursing and 
the Institute of Allied Health 

Sciences along with 
preparation for DNB inspection 
of the Department of 
Orthopedics.  

We have also had various dignitaries from all walks of life visiting us as 
we prayerfully plan the next phase of growth at SMH. We were blessed by 
the visit of Dr Vijayanand and his wife, Dr Ann on Doctor’s day on 1st 
July. In fact, the first copies of the previous Newsletter were handed over 
to them. God has been extending his blessings upon this hospital as you 
would read in the “praise points’ on page 7. 

I covet your faithful prayers as the SMH fraternity continues the Lord’s 

healing ministry for the benefit of the needy poor in our community. 

In His Mission, 

      

 

(Dr Anbu Suresh Rao) 
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Department in Focus – 3 

Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery and General Dentistry 

  The Scudder Memorial Hospital was started in 1866 to cater to the basic medical and surgical needs 
in the community. Even after 120 years of service, it was noted that an essential aspect of medical 
care was not being extended to the community. So in 1988, the Dental Department was set up with 

the help of Dr. Irmtraut Feder and Stuttgart Dental 
Association. It was successfully managed by Dr. Jeevadas 
for a period of 14 years. Unfortunately, due to lack of 
manpower the department was closed down in 2004 much 
to the disappointment of the management and community. 
However, God was ever so mindful of the hospital’s needs 
that He brought Dr. Samraj, a dynamic young dental 
surgeon to SMH in 2008 to re-open the department. Dr. 
Samraj was instrumental in obtaining the much needed 
help and guidance from the German Association - Dentists 
for India and the Dental Unit of CMC, Vellore. The alliance 
between CMC and SMH turned out to be a true godsend as 

dentists and consultants visited SMH twice a week 
increasing the patient flow. The number of surgeries performed also increased in due course. After 
recruiting more dentists and ensuring that the department was in safe hands, Dr. Samraj decided to 
take a break to be trained in dental implants and later to do his Masters in Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgery.  

  This yearning for knowledge and skills has been instrumental in the department achieving many 
milestones. In 2013, SMH was the first institution to use basal implants in this region. By 2018, 
Orthodontic treatment was added to the scope of services with two visiting consultants from Chennai.

The ever-growing dental team wanted to do more for the community when they noticed many cleft lip 
and cleft palate patients. Even though Dr Adalaide Herald performed the very first cleft surgery at 
SMH in 2018, they had to turn away some patients due to lack of multidisciplinary support. By the 
grace of God, the hospital continued to expand over the next couple of years with the establishment of 
ENT, Speech Therapy, Anaesthesia, OG, Paediatric and Paediatric Surgery Departments which enabled 
the dental team to introduce Project Cleft in 2020. With the support of Dr. Traudl Mayer and team 
from the German Dental Carehood Internationale, a specialty wing was established for the 

management of cleft patients and patients with other craniofacial anomalies. The project was officially 
inaugurated in 2021 and since then many well-wishers have 
offered their expertise in helping the venture grow and stabilize 
along with monetary support to provide free but comprehensive 
and quality medical services to cleft patients.  

The team has always been proactive in not just improving in-  
house services but also by going out into the community and 
starting outreach programs. They helped in establishing the 
dental department at CSI Hospital, Vandavasi in 2013 with 
generous contributions from Dentists for India, Germany. A 
satellite dental clinic was started at Kaveripakkam in 2018 with 

dentists from SMH making biweekly visits. The department also 
helps the Community Medicine Department during their weekly 
community camps.  

The Department has introduced various academic courses and training programs over the years such as, 
the Certificate in General Dentistry training program started in CMC for which SMH is one of the 
peripheral mission hospitals where students are sent for a 6 month training, fellowship course in Oral 
Implantology for undergraduates and fellowship course in Maxillofacial Trauma for postgraduates. CME 
conferences and workshops are also conducted at regular intervals. 
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The present department consists of 4 general dentists, a maxillofacial surgeon and Dr. Samraj who is on 
study leave. Dr. Osborne Abel is the acting Head of the Department. The team is assisted by 5 support 
staff members. They cater to about 560 outpatients and 12 -15 inpatients every month. Glory be to God 
that the department continues to provide care at subsidized rates including a few surgeries free of cost to 
the poor patients in line with the institution’s vision 
to provide quality and affordable healthcare to all. 

It is heartening to learn the long term vision of the 

team which includes a Craniofacial Unit, Dental lab, 
more outreach clinics along with a mobile dental unit. 
Their indomitable spirit has been a source of 
inspiration to other departments to grow and support 
each other. Please keep the department in prayers as 
it grows from strength to strength.

For I am about to do something new. See, I have 
already begun. Do you not see it? I will make a pathway through the wilderness. I will create rivers in 
the dry wasteland.                        Isaiah 43:19 

****** 

Celebrating the Jewels and Gems of SMH 

  Jewels in the Crown - 3  Dr Julius C Savarirayan 

Dr Julius C Savarirayan BA, MBBS, a Christian missionary doctor of great vision and dedication was a 
worthy successor to the famed Scudder dynasty as the first Indian Medical Superintendent of SMH. He 
hailed from an illustrious South Indian Christian family with 15 siblings who also occupied high 
positions in Government service, universities and hospitals. 

The year 1930 was the beginning of what would later become an important era in the growth of SMH 
when Dr Julius C Savarirayan joined the institution. He worked closely with the then Medical 
Superintendents, Dr. Galen Scudder and Dr. John Scudder (the great grandson of the first Dr. John 
Scudder). 

He played an important role in strengthening the staff and thereby increasing the 
surgical work at the institution. He gradually began taking up administrative 
responsibilities and in 1948, to further his training, he visited major clinics in the 
United States for about eight months. The Scudder Association financed the trip 

and Dr John Scudder Jr arranged the itinerary. In 1954, he took over the 
administration from Dr. Galen Scudder . 

Though a strict disciplinarian, he was also kind and humble with unassuming 
manners. He was well known for his compassionate care of patients even to the 
extent of making their beds which in turn inspired other doctors and staff to 
emulate his behavior. He treated all kinds of patients and was known as the physician who could 
diagnose disease without a blood test! He worked as a cardiologist, gynecologist and on occasion an 
oncologist! His aunt was treated by him for breast cancer following which she lived up to the age of 82! 

He was also deeply interested in improving the standard of nursing education. He took the initiative and 
leadership in ensuring that the nurses' needs were taken care of, including their accommodation and 
remuneration and he ensured that the requirements of the Councils were met. The Leprosy Relief and 
Control Scheme for Walajah taluk, a cooperative effort of the Madras Government and SMH started in 
1958 under the overall direction of Dr. Savarirayan, benefited thousands of patients. Known as “Julius, 
the Builder”, with the financial aid of the Scudder Association and the Madras government, he was able 
to add a nurses’ home, a second storey to the hospital, a library and chapel.



 

4 
 

 

His pillar of support at home was his wife, Mrs Leela Savarirayan who had taken 
over the management of their family life along with her other church 
responsibilities, thereby allowing Dr Savarirayan to expend maximum time and 
energy in the building up of SMH. He handed over the administration to Dr. 
Frank L Zwemer in 1965, however he continued his work with leprosy even after 
his retirement. 

Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who 
lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. Daniel 12:3 

******* 

 

Gems of SMH - 3  Sister Beulah Rajeswari 

In this issue, you are going to meet the winsome Mrs. Beulah Rajeswari, 
one of the best known among the 140 nurses working in Scudder 
Memorial Hospital. She fulfils the description of the Tamil Poet 

Bharathiyar’s ‘Woman’ with her “நிமிரந்்த நன்னடை… நநரக் ொண்ை 

பொரட்ையும்…” Come, let’s get to know her better!  She works as the 
Orthopaedics Department OPD nurse and all her colleagues appreciate 
her professional but friendly disposition at work. Patients adore her for 
her gentleness, helpful attitude and guidance extended with a smile. 
However, life was not always a bed of roses for her.  

She hails from a tiny village near Ponnai at a distance of 25 kms from 
Ranipet. Her father left home when she was three years old leaving her 
mother to work as a daily wager and raise her and her younger brother. 
She studied in a government school and could not continue her studies 
beyond higher secondary due to lack of finances which drove her to become an aged patient’s helper. 
But God had something better in mind for her future.  In due time, the village Panchayat President who 
happened to be a Christian convinced her mother to send her to a Nursing School at Cuddalore some 
150 kms away. She successfully completed a two year ANM course during which time she faced many 
hardships including the inability to pay the concessional tuition fees on time. But nothing deterred her 
spirit as she studied hard and completed her internship with distinction.  Thereafter, she worked in a 
private hospital for a short period of time.  

In 2013, she married Mr Prabhanandan, SMH staff in the Housekeeping Department and they were 
subsequently blessed with two boys. In 2015, she joined SMH as an OPD staff and was initially rotated 
in various departments for a period of three months in each department.  Her time manning the 
Orthopedics Department proved to be challenging with the Medical Superintendent, Dr Anbu Suresh 
being its head. She had to perpetually deal with the large crowd of patients impatiently milling over the 
corridor along with staff and other dignitaries attempting to avail of a few minutes of Dr. Suresh’s time. 
She was stressed out, crying copiously and had difficulty eating and sleeping during the first few days. 
But she toiled on and completed her three months in Orthopaedics OPD and had done such an 
impressive job that within two days of her being rotated to the Dental Department OPD, the nursing 
management was requested to post her back in Orthopaedics OPD permanently!   

Since then Sister Beulah has been known as the irreplaceable Ortho-OPD Sister! She is well known for 
the high quality of her wound dressings and her meticulous record keeping of patients’ information. 
These are a few of the reasons why she was picked as the gem of this issue and also why she is 
unequivocally loved by all in SMH 

“Do you see those who are skillful in their work? They will serve kings; they will not serve common 
people”. Proverbs 22:29 
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                                SMH Happenings 

• The hospital was blessed with a visit by Dr.Arul Anketell, a multifaceted 
pediatrician from Sri Lanka who is also the regional promoter of Healthcare 
Christian Fellowship International (HCFI) South Asia on June 20, 2022.   He 
shared his mission with the staff and students to be active in the field of 
healthcare as a Christian and also motivated everyone to get out of their comfort 
zones and look around for needy areas and to be true witnesses and servants of 

the Lord.  

• The Graduation Ceremony of the School of Nursing/ Scudder 
College of Nursing was held in a grand manner on June 23, 2022. The Bishop in CSI Vellore Diocese, 

Rt. Rev. Dr. H. Sharma Nithiyanandham commissioned and 
blessed the graduates. Rt. Rev Dr A R Chelliah, Bishop in CSI 
Kanyakumari Diocese delivered God’s message. The occasion 
was also graced by other dignitaries including Rev. Dr. Priscilla 
Reuben, CSI Karimnagar Diocese, Rt. Rev. P I Varaprasad, 
Bishop in CSI Rayalaseema Diocese, Mr. P Egaraj, Ranipet 
Municipal Commissioner and senior Presbyters and officer 
bearers of the Diocese.  The best outgoing student prize for Post 

Basic B.Sc Nursing Course (2019-21 - being the first batch) went 
to Ms Sangeetha L. Ms Jancy Rani M, MsBlessida H and Ms 

Monika H were awarded the final year best outgoing student prizes for Diploma in General Nursing & 
Midwifery Course for the years 2019, 2020 and 2021 respectively 

• The National Doctors Day was celebrated on July 1, 2022. The day started with a morning 
service in the Hospital Chapel. The special guests for the day were 
Dr.Ann and Dr.Vijayanand who have dedicated 30 years of their life 
in building up the Mission Hospital and its community in Makunda, 
Assam. They have returned to CMC, Vellore this year to work in the 
Missions Office and to visit other mission hospitals, guiding and 
inspiring the future leaders in missions. It was a privilege to listen to 
the message delivered by Dr.Ann where she spoke about how Jesus 
Christ was the most untiring, unselfish, gentle healer of the people 
and there was much to learn from how he took care of those who 
sought his help.This was followed by an inspiring talk to the doctors 
team by Dr.Vijayanand about their personal journey of faith. To all 
the eager minds yearning to make a difference, there could not have been a better person to address 
the team on that special day. The famous Makunda model was explained in detail with emphasis 

given to being a pro-poor institution with person-specific charity. He also spoke about the ways in 
which a community can be engaged to overcome various cultural barriers. This was followed by a 
Cardiology Camp conducted within the hospital premises with all investigations and consultation 

done at a subsidized cost for the day. Many patients from the community visited the camp and 

benefited from the services provided. 

•   It’s been raining awards! Dr. Rosemary, Consultant 

Dermatologist was honored with an award for Best Performing 

Doctor in a Private Hospital in Ranipet District on July 1, 2022, 
for her services during the covid wave under the Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister’s Comprehensive 
Health Insurance Scheme. Mrs. 

J Jayakodi and Mrs. D Indhra 
were honoured with the 
National Florence Nightingale 
Nurses Award 2022 on July 3, 

2022. On August 15, Mr. Lincoln Jayaraj, Accounts 
Officer received a Certificate of Appreciation on behalf of 
SMH, from the Ranipet District Collector for the hospital’s “Exemplary Performance under 
Chief Minister’s Comprehensive Health Insurance Scheme”. 
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The Indian Medical Association, Tamil Nadu, in association 
with the newspaper group ‘The Hindu’, conferred the award of 
“Maruthuva Natchathiram” (free translation: Star of Medical 
Profession) to Dr Anbu Suresh Rao, Medical Superintendent 
in recognition of his excellent services to the society at a 
function held in Chennai on 
August 16. 

• The Department of 
Pediatrics celebrated ORS 

awareness week from 25 to 31 July 2022. The theme for this year was 
Jodi No.1 ORS and Zinc. The staff and students held awareness talks and 
demonstrations in the Pediatric OPD for children and their parents.  

• Thirteen first-year students studying 
Hospital Administration at CMC, Vellore 
visited SMH on July, 25, 2022 as part of their 
field visits to other mission hospitals. They were taken to various wings of 
the hospital and were suitably briefed by the departmental personnel and 
in-charges. The visit proved to be a welcome break from their regular 
routine and was also useful in identifying the differences in administration 

of a smaller institution when compared to a tertiary hospital like CMC, 
Vellore.  

• As part of the Cleft awareness month activities, the Dental and OMFS Department invited 
Dr. Samarth Shetty, Craniofacial surgeon from Bengaluru on July 30, 2022 to give an 
overview of the extensive range of services that can be provided to patients with craniofacial 
anomalies if they are diagnosed early.   

 
● The World Breastfeeding Week was celebrated from 01 to 07 August 

2022. The theme for the week was ‘Step up for breastfeeding’. Multiple 
awareness programs were organised in the hospital premises for the 
benefit of patients. The week ended on a high note with a poster 
competition for the nursing and allied health students followed by a 
closing ceremony with Mrs. Morris, the Neonatal Nursing In charge, 
CMC as the Chief Guest for the event. 
 

• Dr.Vivian I. Churness, faculty emeritus, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, USA visited 
SMH on August 06, 2022. In addition to a very illustrious career in the States, she has been a tower of 
support for the growth of the SMH School of Nursing. In fact, she was part of the faculty from 1960 to 

1964. She has authored many books in the past and the most recent ‘Psychiatry for Nurses in India’ 
was released earlier this year. The Institution is ever so grateful for her 
constant support. 

•  

• Mrs. Cynthia Scudder Sherman, former secretary of Scudder Association 
visited SMH on August 08,2022 with her two charming granddaughters 
Miss.Lindsey Sherman and Miss.Cindy Sherman. They were welcomed 
with garlands and taken on a tour around the hospital and academic 
wings. They were apprised of the recent developments at SMH and plans 
for the future.  

 

• The National Independence Day was celebrated on August 15, 2022 
with the true spirit of patriotism and humility. The chief guest for the 
day was Mr.P. Egaraj, Municipal Commissioner, Ranipet Municipality.  

 

• The much-awaited Special Youth 
Fellowship Program was held in the 
Chapel on August 17, 2022 commemorating International Youth Day 
(August 12) and Independence Day (August15). The augmented Youth 
Choir led the large gathering in a time of worship with songs of praise. It 
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was followed by an inspiring testimony by Mr Samson and a touching mime-act performed by AHS 
Interns and another skit by the Nursing team. Our MS, Dr Anbu Suresh shared the Word of God.  
The prize winners of the Essay and Slogan competitions basedon the Fellowship theme of  
“Transformed into His likeness”, were announced. Mr. Ebenezer Ezhilkumar and Dr Benita bagged 
the first prizes for Essay and Slogan competition respectively and Mr. Shyam Kumar and Sister 
Angelin Christina second prizes. 

******** 

                                     Testimony of a Patient’s Mother 

“I am Padma and my husband is Shankar (permission obtained to disclose 
names). We are first generation Christians, living in Sholinghur which is 
about 30 km away from Ranipet with our sons, 5 year old Nishanth and 3 
year old Yuvajeevan.  After being blessed with a healthy first born, we were 
excited to welcome our second child. However, Yuva was born with a 

deformity in his right leg and right forearm and was 
unable to walk normally.  He was diagnosed with 
hereditary multiple osteochondromas with right 
knee genu valgum secondary to osteochondroma 

and right forearm distal 1/3rd ulnar 
osteochondroma. We were desperate to get proper 
surgical treatment and sought help at various 
centres in Chennai but it was all in vain. It was at this moment that by God's 
grace we heard about Scudder Memorial Hospital through my husband's 
friend. With much hope we brought Yuva to SMH in October 2021. Dr Anbu 
Suresh who is the chief of the Orthopaedics Department examined him and 
gave us hope as he was confident of a successful surgery and complete 
correction of Yuva’s deformities. The surgery was scheduled on Diwali day in 
November 2021.  Since our relatives are non-Christians they were not 

supportive and discouraged us in every way. But we were steadfast in our faith and our prayers were 
answered as the surgery was successful. A tiny rod had been inserted in his right ankle and we were 
informed that it would be  removed in one year’s time and Yuva would be able to walk normally. But 
thanks be to God for Yuva started walking normally without any pain within six months of surgery! I 
want the world to know of God’s gracious healing of our child and the wonderful work of His servants 
like Dr Anbu Suresh, Dr Ruban, Sister Nancy and Sister Beulah and many others at the Scudder 
Memorial Hospital.”                  (As narrated to the Ed Team) 

Praise God with us for the 

● Recognition received by various staff members (as mentioned in SMH Happenings) for their service 
at SMH. 
● Induction of the much-needed radiologist and junior doctors.   
● Encouragement received from multiple dignitaries who visited SMH during the past two months. 
● Completion of successful admission process by School & College of Nursing and the Institute of 
Allied Health Sciences. 
 

Intercede at the Throne for 

● Oneness of spirit and mind among the staff of SMH, all working towards the common goal of 
building His kingdom on earth.  
● Ongoing civil works including the construction of OG block, nursing college and hostel renovation.  
● Dedicated doctors and nurses to join the institution so as to improve the scope of services and 
quality of care provided. 
● Projects on the drawing board stage including new hospital building and starting of a Medical   
College. 

 

"To get nations back on their feet, we must first get down on our knees" - Billy Graham 
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Stones of Ages 

It so happens that the Emunah editorial team consists of a couple of history buffs who like poring over 
old records and books trying to piece together the history of this hallowed institution. We noticed 
several commemorative and foundation stones as well as marble plaques all over the hospital campus 
and decided to dig deeper and share a little bit of history. 

Dr. John Scudder Sr came to India as a medical missionary in 
1819 and was known as ‘Goodman’ Scudder for his big heart 
and incredible generosity of spirit! Not only did he lay the 
foundation for medical missions in India but also inspired many 
of the Scudder family members to follow his vision and join in 
his mission. On 13 December 1919, Mrs. John Scudder Jr, the 
oldest Scudder family member present in India at that time was 
presented with a silver trowel to lay the cornerstone for Scudder 
Memorial Hospital to commemorate the hundred year anniversary of the arrival of Dr. John Scudder Sr. 
and his wife in India. A large number of ladies and gentlemen, both Indian and European, had 
assembled near the western end of the Ranipet Railway Station. Dr Lewis R. Scudder and Rev L 

Hekhuis, Principal, Voorhees College were also present on the occasion. This was a fitting tribute to the 
revered protagonist of Medical Missionary work in our country. The cornerstone can be seen in the 
Physiotherapy Block which was added to the original hospital building a few years ago. It is necessary to 
look back at our past to prepare ourselves for the journey ahead.                                        -  Ed. Team  

Vacancies 

1. GENERAL SURGEON - M.S General Surgery / DNB-General Surgery (Most Urgent) 
2. PAEDIATRICIAN - M.D PAEDIATRICS / DNB -PAEDIATRICS / DCH 
3. PULMONOLOGIST - M.D Pulmonary Medicine / DNB-Respiratory Medicine 
4. EMERGENCY PHYSICIAN - M.D Emergency Medicine/DNB-Emergency Medicine 
5. ENDOCRINOLOGIST - D.M Endocrinology/ M.D with DNB-Endocrinology/M.D With Fellowship 

In Endocrinology 
6. MEDICAL OFFICERS - M.B.B.S from a recognized university, should have completed 1 year CRRI 

& registered in the Medical Council 

 
Kindly Contact: Dept. of Human Resource Management & Development, 

SCUDDER MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, RANIPET 
04172-281-550/552 - info@scudderhospital.org;  hrd@scudderhospital.org 

                                         (FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION ONLY) 

THOSE WHO WISH TO HELP: 
Material help or cheques\DDs may kindly be sent to this address:  
Dr C Anbu Suresh Rao, 
The Medical Superintendent  
Scudder Memorial Hospital,  
Kelly’s Road, Ranipet, Tamil Nadu 632 401 

Bank account details for online donationfrom within India are: 
Name of Bank\Branch: State Bank of India, Ranipet  
Account Name: Scudder Memorial Hospital  
IFSC Code: SBIN0002262  
Account No: 30279815548  
(Please send a mail to info@scudderhospital.orgsoon after 
remittance). 

Please send your feedback/suggestions and any 

interesting anecdote by e-mail to – 

emunah.smh@gmail.com 
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